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Unemployment Insurance 


Fishing isn't just 
another job. 


That’s why UI pays seasonal 
and year-round benefits. Here’s 
you do to qualify. 
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At Unemployment Insurance, we don’t 
think of fishing as just another job. That’s 
why we pay different kinds of benefits to 
people who fish for a living. The kind you 
can get depends on whether you work for 
someone else or are self-employed, either 
working alone or with partners or shares- 
men. But if you fish for your own or some- 
one else’s sport, you aren’t covered by 
unemployment insurance. 


The types of benefits you could get are 
regular benefits, year-round fishing benefits 
and seasonal fishing benefits. There are also 
special benefits when you’re off work 
because of injury, . illness, quarantine, 
pregnancy or when you reach age 65. 


Who can get regular benefits? 

You can get regular benefits if you have 
worked 10 to 14 weeks in insurable 
employment in your qualifying period. The 
number of weeks varies, depending on the 
unemployment rate in the economic region 
where you ordinarily live. 

People who apply for UI for the second 
time in 52 weeks may have to work up to six 
weeks longer. This would be in addition to 
the 10-14 weeks needed according to the 
unemployment rate in their region. This rule 
doesn’t apply if the unemployment rate in 
your region is over 11.5 per cent. 

People entering the work force for the 
first time or after a long absence will have to 
work longer before getting UI — 20 weeks in 
the last year. If this situation applies to you, 
check with your local Canada Employment 
Centre (CEC) for further details. 


To be in insurable employment, workers 
must earn either 20 per cent of the maximum 
weekly insurable earnings or work 15 hours 
per week. (In 1981 minimum weekly earn- 
ings are $63 — 20 per cent of $315.) As soon 
as one of these conditions is met, employ- 
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ment in that week is insurable. If you meet 
the minimum requirements for insurable 
employment, your fishing insured weeks will 
also count to determine how long you can 
get benefits. But 10-14 weeks of work must 
be in regular employment for you to qualify 
for regular UI. 

Your qualifying period is the past 52 
weeks, or if you got UI in the last year, the 
time since your last claim started, whichever 
is more recent. This period can be extended 
if, during the past year, you can show you 
couldn’t work because you were sick, preg- 
nant, injured, taking a training course 
approved by us, were in prison or were get- 
ting temporary total worker’s compensation. 

Regular benefits can be paid at any time of 
the year when you are out of work. 


What are the special benefits? 

If you’ve worked 20 or more weeks (either 
for someone else or in self-employed fishing) 
during your qualifying period, you may be 
able to get UI’s special benefits for illness or 
injury, maternity or when you reach age 65. 

Illness benefits are paid for up to 15 weeks 
when you can’t work because of illness, 
injury or quarantine. If you don’t have the 
20 weeks of insurable employment, you may 
be able to get illness benefits if you become 
sick or were injured after you stopped 
working. Our brochure We can help when 
you’re sick or hurt can give you more details. 

Maternity benefits can also be paid for up 
to 15 weeks to women who are off work 
because of pregnancy. (There are other 
conditions for these benefits so get our 
brochure A baby bonus it’s not at your local 
CEC.) 

A person who reaches age 65 can get a 
one-time lump sum payment equal to three 
weeks of regular benefits, even if he or she 
keeps on working. 

You can get information on these special 
benefits at any CEC. 
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Who can get year-round fishing 

benefits? 

Let’s say you can’t qualify for regular 
benefits and your last job was aboard a 
vessel designated by UI as a year-round 
fishing vessel. Then you can get benefits if 
you meet these conditions. 

e You’re off work because of a shortage of 
work, 

e You have had at least 20 weeks of 
insurable employment (in fishing or a 
combination of fishing and non-fishing 
employment) in your qualifying period, 

e You have had at least six weeks of 
insurable employment in fishing in each of 
any three consecutive calendar quarters in 
the last four calendar quarters before you 
file your claim. 


The claimant’s report card: it gets things 
moving. 


This chart will help you figure this out. 


Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 


Claim filed 


July 1 to Sep. 30 
1981 
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When did you work on a year-round fishing boat? 
Jan. 1 to Mar. 31 


Oct. 1 to Dec. 31 


If you have the 20 weeks of insurable 
employment (in fishing or a combination of 
fishing and non-fishing employment) in your 
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qualifying period you can get illness or 
maternity benefits. You can also get the one- 
time benefit paid at age 65. 


Who can get seasonal benefits? 

Most people who fish for a living qualify 
for seasonal fishing benefits. They are paid 
only during the period beginning the week in 
which Nov. 1 falls and end with the week in 
which May 15 next falls. You can get these 
benefits if you can’t qualify for either regu- 
lar or year-round fishing benefits. 


There are other rules too. 

You must have 10 to 14 weeks of insurable 
employment (depending on the unemploy- 
ment rate where you ordinarily live) since 
the last March 31, or since your last claim 
for UI started, whichever is more recent. 
If you recently entered the labour force 
for the first time or after a long absence, 
you will have to work longer before 
getting seasonal fishing benefits — 20 
weeks since the previous March 31. 


To qualify for seasonal fishing benefits, 
your employment can be in a combination 
of fishing and other employment. 

If you qualify for seasonal benefits, you’ll 
get five weeks of benefits for every six weeks 
of insurable employment. Here’s how it 
works: 


If you have 15 weeks of insurable 
employment, you get 13 weeks of benefits. 
Twenty weeks of employment would entitle 
you to 17 weeks of benefits. Benefits may be 
paid longer depending on the rate of unem- 
ployment where you ordinarily live. 


If you have 20 or more weeks of insurable 
employment, you can also get illness and 
maternity benefits and the special benefit 
paid at age 65. But remember, if you’re 
getting maternity or illness benefits or the 
seasonal fishing benefit, they will end with 
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Working while on claim? Declare all your 
earnings. 


the week in which May 15 falls (or sooner if 
you have received all the benefits you can 
get). 

You can work while getting fishing 
benefits but you must report all earnings. 
You can earn up to 25 per cent of your 
weekly benefits before your cheque is 
reduced. (But if you’re getting illness or 
maternity benefits, all earnings are deducted 
from your UI cheque.) 


How do you report your earnings? 
Once your claim starts, you’ll get forms 
called claimant’s report cards in the mail. 
Fill in every card you get and send it back to 
us. If you don’t, we can’t send your cheque. 
Our brochure called Your report card — it 
gets things moving gives the details you’ll 
need on how to complete the cards. You 
must answer all the questions and report all 
your earnings. 
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When you report earnings from fishing, 
you can deduct certain expenses such as 
food, fuel, bait and ice. From what you 
report as earnings, UI will determine the 
amount of your benefits. Remember, you 
can earn up to 25 per cent of your weekly 
benefits before your cheque is reduced. 

You must report your earnings for the 
week you earned them, even if you haven’t 
been paid yet. If you haven’t been paid and 
don’t know the exact amount, give an esti- 
mate. Let UI know the exact amount as soon 
as you find out. 

You must always give the name and 
address of the person who bought your fish. 

Earnings from fishing must be reported as 
follows: 

1. If you fished entirely on your own, report 
the sale price of the fish (fresh or cured) 
sold during the week, less your operating 
expenses. Without proof, you can’t deduct 
more than 25 per cent of the sale price as 
expenses. 

2. If you fished with a helper, report the sale 
price of the fish (fresh or cured) sold during 
the week, less your helper’s wages, and not 
more than 25 per cent of what remains as 
operating expenses. 


Example: 
Gross value of catch sold $200 
Deductions 
e Wages paid to helper -80 
“$120 
e Expenses (not more than 
25% without proof) -30 
Earnings for the week $ 90 


3. If you share in the returns of the catch, 
report your share of the net returns. Net 
returns are the gross value of the sale less the 
boat share, if any, (for example, the mort- 
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gage payment or rental of the boat) ancl not 
more than 25 per cent (without proof) of 
what remains as expenses. 
4. If you are paid wages, report the full 
amount. If you get wages and a share of the 
returns, report the total as your earnings. 
5. Changes to regulations made in 1980 now 
allow wives of self-employed fishermen who 
fish with their husbands to pay UI premiums 
and use earnings from their work to claim UI 
fishing benefits. This means that wives’ 
earnings, on their own, are insurable for UI. 
If the wife has a sufficient number of 
insurable weeks, she could be eligible for UI 
benefits. The buyer of the catch (or other 
person named as the employer) will record 
the wife’s earnings separately and issue a 
Record of Employment to her at the end of 
the fishing season. 
6. If you sell fresh fish, report your earnings 
for the week you made the catch. If your 
fishing trip was more than one week, divide 
your earnings equally between the weeks of 
the trip. 
7. If you sell cured fish, including cod oil or 
livers and/or any salted, pickled or smoked 
fish, report earnings for the week in which 
you made the delivery. 
8. Lobster fishermen sometimes hold their 
catch in a pound before selling it. When this 
happens, earnings from the sale are divided 
equally for each week of lobster fishing. 
For example, a lobster fisherman sets his 
traps on December 2. He keeps his daily 
catch in a pound and sells it on December 29 
for $500. For each of the four weeks, De- 
cember 2 to December 29, his earnings 
would be divided equally and he would 
declare $125 as earnings for each week. 


Your rights under the privacy laws 

Under the Canadian Human Rights 
Act, you have access to most of your uném- 
ployment insurance and employment files. 
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For more information about how to see 
and make corrections to your files, consult 
the Index of Federal Information Banks, 
available at most post offices. The 
descriptions of UI and employment services 
files start at bank number 4000. 

To determine your rights to UI, we may 
check information you give us (for example, 
we may phone your former employer and 


When you report earnings from fishing to 
UI, you can deduct certain expenses. 
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ask why you quit your job). Most informa- 
tion is available to both UI and employment 
services. Information you give us may also 
be used for other purposes. These other uses 
are described in the information bank index. 


Unemployment Insurance — 
working with you between jobs 

Find out more about UI and job-finding 
services. Ask your local Canada Employ- 
ment Centre for copies of our other bro- 
chures. We cover general rights and obliga- 
tions of claimants, special benefits such as 
the one-time payment at age 65, job hunting 
tips, mobility grants and training programs. 

Most Unemployment Insurance offices 
and Canada Manpower Centres have be- 
come single offices. They are called Canada 
Employment Centres. There you can get 
One-stop service for UI benefits, job refer- 
rals, training and other services you need. 


WARNING 

Anyone who, for any reason, 
receives unemployment insurance 
benefits to which he or she is not 
entitled, will be required to repay 
those benefits. Making false or mis- 
leading statements knowingly is an 
offence under the law. It can result 
in an administrative penalty or pro- 
secution before the courts. 

This brochure contains general 
information only. When a question 
arises, the Unemployment Insurance 
Act and Regulations must govern. 


a Employment and Emploi et 
Immigration Canada Immigration Canada 
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